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(54) Hybrid drivetrain for a vehicle 

(57) A drivetrain for transmitting driving force from 
an engine to a drive shaft of a vehicle, includes a plan- 
etary gear mechanism including first to five rotational el- 
ements arrayed on an alignment chart, the first rotation- 
al element being connected to an output shaft of the en- 
gine and the second rotational element being connected 
to the drive shaft, a first motor-generator connected to 
the third rotational element, and a second motor-gener- 
ator connected to the fourth rotational element. 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to a drivetrain for 
a hybrid vehicle including an engine and a motor and, 
more particularly, to a drivetrain which performs a con- 
tinuously variable speed change by a differential mech- 
anism such as a planetary gear mechanism. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] JP2000-1 421 46A published by the Japanese 
Patent Office in 2000 discloses a drivetrain for a hybrid 
vehicle which is constructed by connecting a generator, 
an engine and a motor for driving a vehicle to a sun gear, 
a planetary carrier and a ring gear of a planetary gear 
mechanism. According to this drivetrain, the continu- 
ously variable speed change and the increase or de- 
crease of the output torque can be performed by using 
the differential function of the gears to distribute the en- 
gine output partially to the generator and supplying the 
generated electric power to the motor. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] However, the drivetrain of the prior art con- 
structs a four-element differential mechanism by array- 
ing two planetary gear trains each having a sun gear, a 
carrier and a ring gear, so it has a large number of parts 
and results in the problem that the size of the drivetrain 
is increased. In order to construct a five-element differ- 
ential mechanism, another planetary gear train has to 
be added which results in further increases in size. 
[0004] It is therefore an object of the present invention 
to provide a compact drivetrain having five elements. 
[0005] In order to achieve the above object, this in- 
vention provides a drivetrain for transmitting driving 
force from an engine to a drive shaft of a vehicle, com- 
prising a planetary gear mechanism including first to five 
rotational elements arrayed on an alignment chart, the 
first rotational element being connected to an output 
shaft of the engine and the second rotational element 
being connected to the drive shaft, a first motor-gener- 
ator connected to the third rotational element, and a sec- 
ond motor-generator connected to the fourth rotational 
element. 

[0006] The details as well as other features and ad- 
vantages of this invention are set forth in the remainder 
of the specification and are shown in the accompanying 
drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



a drivetrain of the first embodiment and Fig. 2B is its 
alignment chart. 

[0009] Fig. 3 is a characteristic diagram illustrating the 
maximum driving force characteristics in the various 
5 states by the embodiment. 

[001 0] Fig. 4 is a characteristic diagram illustrating the 
output sharing characteristics of motor-generators ac- 
cording to the embodiment, against the vehicle speed. 
[001 1] Fig. 5 A is a schematic construction diagram of 
w the second embodiment of a drivetrain according to the 
present invention and Fig. 5B is its alignment chart. 
[001 2] Fig. 6A is a schematic construction diagram of 
the third embodiment of a drivetrain according to the 
present invention and Fig. 6B is its alignment chart. 
15 [001 3] Fig. 7A is a schematic construction diagram of 
the fourth embodiment of a drivetrain according to the 
present invention and Fig. 7B is its alignment chart. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 



[0007] Fig. 1 A is an explanatory diagram of the differ- 
ential mechanism of a first embodiment of the present 
invention and Fig. 1 B is its alignment chart. 
[0008] Fig. 2A is a schematic construction diagram of 



[0014] Figs. 1 A and 1 B show embodiments of the dif- 
ferential mechanism according to the present invention. 
This differential mechanism is a two-freedom-degree 
25 differential mechanism having five elements combining 
a first planetary gear train P1 and a second planetary 
gear train P2. Here, in the reference numerals designat- 
ing the components of the planetary gear trains P1 and 
P2 in the figures, the suffix numeral 1 designates the 
30 components of the first planetary gear train P1 , and the 
suffix numeral 2 designates the components of the sec- 
ond planetary gear train P2. 

[001 5] In Fig. 1 A, the single-pinion type first planetary 
gear train P1 and the double-pinion type second plane- 
35 tary gear train P2 share a carrier C and a ring gear R. 
In other words, the carrier C carrying pinions p1 meshing 
with a sun gear S1 of the first planetary gear train P1 is 
the carrier of the second planetary gear train P2, and 
carries larger-diameter inner pinions pi meshing with a 
40 sun gear S2 of the second planetary gear train P2. The 
pinions p1 of the first planetary gear train P1 also mesh 
with the inner pinions pi and function as the outer pinions 
in the second planetary gear train P2. A ring gear R3 
meshes with the inner pinions pi as a fifth element. 
45 [0016] This differential mechanism has five elements, 
i.e., the two sun gears S1 and S2, the two ring gears R 
and R3 and the carrier C, and has two-degrees of free- 
dom. If the rotation speeds of any two of the elements 
are fixed, the rotation speeds of the remaining elements 
so are fixed. Fig. 1B shows the corresponding alignment 
charts. In an alignment chart, the tooth number is dis- 
tributed on an abscissa and the rotation speed of each 
element is expressed on an ordinate at a point distrib- 
uted at a tooth number ratio. The rotation speeds of the 
55 elements always display a linear relationship propor- 
tional to the tooth number ratio. 
[0017] If the input from the engine and the output to 
the drive shaft are assigned to any two of the four ele- 
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merits other than the ring gear R3 and if the motor-gen- 
erators are connected to the remaining two elements, 
there are many combinations of the rotation speeds of 
the two motor-generators which achieves a certain 
speed ratio between the input rotation speed and the 
output speed. From these combinations, therefore, 
there can be selected the combination which can mini- 
mize the power supported by the motor-generators. 
[0018] Next, the drivetrain for a front-wheel drive ve- 
hicle using the above-mentioned differential mechanism 
will be described. 

[001 9] Figs. 2A and 2B and succeeding figures show 
the schematic constructions and their alignment charts 
of different embodiments. Firstly, the embodiment of 
Figs. 2A and 2B will be described in detail with respect 
to its construction, and the remaining embodiments will 
be described only with respect to points of difference. 
The common members among these embodiments will 
be designated by common reference numerals and the 
reference characters designating the elements of the 
planetary gear trains are identical to those of Figs. 1 A 
and 1B. 

[0020] In Figs. 2A and 2B, reference letters Hm des- 
ignate a motor housing, Ct a transmission casing, He a 
clutch housing, and Ha an axle housing. The clutch 
housing He is provided with a clutch CL for coupling or 
decoupling an output shaft Je of an engine Eg and a 
transmission input shaft Jr1 . The single-pinion planetary 
gear train P1 and the double-pinion planetary gear train 
P2 are connected to share their ring gears R and carriers 
C (composite planetary gear mechanism) and are 
housed in the casing Ct. The input shaft Jr1, to which 
the clutch CL is connected, is the ring gear shaft of the 
planetary gear train P1. The input shaft Jr1 is equipped 
with a one-way clutch CLo for preventing the reverse 
rotation of the engine Eg. The planetary gear train P2 of 
the double pinion type is expressed (as in the following 
construction diagrams) in diagrams expanded conven- 
iently in a section extending through the two pinion 
shafts. 

[0021] In the motor housing Hm, there are coaxially 
supported an inner rotor Rmi and an annular outer rotor 
Rmo, by which compact electric machines are con- 
structed to act as two motor-generators MGi and MGo. 
Between the inner and outer rotors Rmi and. Rmo, there 
is interposed an annular coil Cm, by which the rotors 
Rmi and Rmo can be respectively actuated as a gener- 
ator or motor. An inner rotor shaft Jmi is connected to 
the sun gear S1 of the planetary gear train P1 through 
a hollow outer rotor shaft Jmo, and the outer rotor shaft 
Jmo is connected to the sun gear S2 of the planetary 
gear train P2. Letters Ssi and Sso in Fig. 2A designate 
rotation speed sensors for detecting the rotation speeds 
of the inner rotor shaft Jmi and the outer rotor shaft Jmo 
respectively. Here, in the reference numerals designat- 
ing the components of the motor-generators MGi and 
MGo, the suffix letter i designates the components of 
the first motor-generator MGi, and the suffix letter o des- 



ignates the components of the second motor-generator 
MGo. 

[0022] The axle housing Ha is connected to the side 
face of the transmission casing Ct. In the axle housing 

5 Ha, a final reduction mechanism Fin and a drive shaft 
Drv are supported in parallel with the planetary gear 
trains P1 and P2. The rotation of the carrier C is trans- 
mitted to the final reduction mechanism Fin through a 
reduction gear Rg. In this case, a carrier shaft Jc is an 

w output shaft connected to the drive shaft Drv via the final 
reduction mechanism Fin. 

[0023] The ring gear R3 which is supported coaxially 
with the ring gear R of the planetary gear train P1 mesh- 
es with inner pinions pi meshing with the sun gear S2 
15 and outer pinions po of the planetary gear train P2. A 
brake B for braking the rotation of the ring gear R3 is 
mounted in the casing Ct. 

[0024] The alignment chart is shown in Fig. 2B. In the 
alignment chart, reference letters EV designate charac- 
20 teristics at the running time only by the motor-genera- 
tors, START characteristics at the starting time with the 
brake B being applied, MAX characteristics at the max- 
imum vehicle speed, and REV characteristics while re- 
verse running. Moreover, reference letters Out desig- 
ns nate the output to the drive shaft Drv, and letters In des- 
ignate the input from the engine. 
[0025] In this alignment chart, the tooth numbers of 
the ring gears R and R3, the sun gears S1 and S2 and 
the carrier C are designated by Nr, Nr3, Ns1, Ns2 and 
30 A/c, respectively, and the length between the ring gear 
R and the carrier C is 1 . On the alignment chart, the 
length from the carrier C to the ring gear R3 which is the 
fifth element is expressed by NrlNr3, the length from the 
carrier C to the first sun gear S1 by , and the length from 
35 the ring gear R to the second sun gear S2 by NrlNs2-1. 
In the planetary gear train, since the length NslNr can 
be usually set within a range of about 0.35 to 0.6, 
[0026] Length between the input In and output Out 
= Length between the ring gear R and the carrier C 

40 =1; 

Length between the output Out and the motor-generator 
MGi 

= Length (NrfNsI) between the carrier C and the sun 
gear S1 
45 = 1 .67 - 2.86; 

Length between the input In and the motor-generator 
MGo 

= Length (NrfNs2-1) between the ring gear R and the 
sun gear S2 

50 = 0.67 - 1 .86. 

[0027] Moreover, the length between the output Out 
and the brake B (= Length (NrfNr3) between the carrier 
C and the ring gear R3) is less than 1 in the construction 
of the present embodiment, in which the ring gear R3 

55 meshes with the larger-diameter inner pinions pi and it 
does not interfere with the pinions p1 (= the outer pinions 
po in the second planetary gear train P2) meshing with 
the ring gear R. If the inner pinions pi are axially extend- 
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ed so that the ring gear R does not interfere with the 
pinion p1 , the ring gear R3 may have a relatively small 
diameter, and this length is 1 or more. 
[0028] These relations allow the rotation speed of the 
input side motor-generator MGi to be set about 1 to 1 .25 
times as high as the engine rotation speed and the ro- 
tation speed of the output side motor-generator MGo to 
be set about 2 to 3.5 times as high as the engine rotation 
speed. Moreover, the brake B can be set within a range 
suitable for assisting the start. 

[0029] Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 show the characteristics of the 
hybrid vehicle to which the above-mentioned drivetrain 
is installed. Fig. 3 illustrates the maximum driving force 
in the various states, and Fig. 4 illustrates the ratio (i.e., 
the output sharing ratio) of the power passing through 
the motor-generators relative to the power transmitted 
by the drivetrain in the state where the power generation 
and power consumption are balanced. 
[0030] In Fig. 3, curves a1 and a2 illustrate the maxi- 
mum driving force characteristics of the case where the 
battery power is used and not used when the brake B is 
released. On the other hand, curves b1 and b2 illustrate 
the maximum driving force characteristics of the case 
where the battery power is used and not used when the 
brake B is applied. As illustrated, a large driving force is 
obtained in a low speed range including startup by ap- 
plying the brake B. Here, curve c illustrates the maxi- 
mum driving force characteristics in the EV running, and 
curve d illustrates the driving force characteristics of the 
case where the driving force is controlled to change 
smoothly. 

[0031] The "PRESENT INVENTION (1)" and the 
-PRESENT INVENTION (2)" in Fig. 4 are different from 
each other only in the settings of the final reduction ratio 
of the vehicle, and the vehicle can run in most vehicle 
speed ranges in either case at an output sharing ratio 
of 30% or less of the motor-generators. The letters SHV 
in Fig. 4 designate the case of a series hybrid vehicle, 
which is always given an output sharing ratio of 1 be- 
cause the engine output is wholly used for driving the 
generator. 

[0032] Figs. 5A and 5B show a second embodiment. 
The differences from the construction of Fig. 2A reside 
in the fact that the clutch CL is omitted, in that the first 
planetary gear train P1 having the sun gear S1 connect- 
ed to the inner rotor shaft Jmi is a double-pinion type 
whereas the second planetary gear train P2 having the 
sun gear S2 connected to the outer rotor shaft Jmo is a 
single-pinion type, in the fact that the carrier shaft Jc is 
the input shaft connected to the engine Eg, and in the 
fact that the ring gear R is connected to the final reduc- 
tion mechanism Fin through the reduction gear Rg. The 
letters Fw in Fig. 5A designate a flywheel of the engine 
Eg. Moreover, the brake B brakes the ring gear R3 
meshing with the inner pinions pi of the planetary gear 
train Pt . 

[0033] Figs. 6A, 6B and 7A; 7B show other embodi- 
ments having the construction in which one element of 



the differential mechanism having the five elements like 
that of Fig. 2A is provided with the brake B. The con- 
struction shown in Fig. 6A is different from that of Fig. 
2A in that the sun gear S1 of the planetary gear train P1 
5 is connected to the outer rotor shaft Jmo, and in that the 
sun gear S2 of the planetary gear train P2 is connected 
to the inner rotor shaft Jmi. The construction shown in 
Fig. 7A is different from that of Fig. 2A in that there are 
provided the two motor-generators MGi and MGo which 
10 are independent of each other. 

[0034] The inventions supported by the above-men- 
tioned embodiments are as follows: 
[0035] According to the first invention, a two-freedom- 
degree differential mechanism having five rotational el- 
15 ements is constructed by arranging a single-pinion type 
first planetary gear train and a double-pinion type sec- 
ond planetary gear train coaxially, by sharing the carri- 
ers and ring gears and by providing the ring gear as the 
fifth rotational element which meshes with the inner pin- 
20 ions meshing the sun gear of the second planetary gear 
train. 

[0036] According to the second invention, the first in- 
vention is such that the brake is provided for braking the 
element other than the elements to which the input, the 
25 output and the two motor-generators are assigned. 
[0037] According to the third invention, the first and 
second inventions are such that the motor-generators 
are assigned to the two sun gears of the differential 
mechanism respectively. 
30 [0038] According to the fourth invention, the first and 
second inventions are such that the output and the input 
are assigned to the carrier and the ring gear of the dif- 
ferential mechanism respectively. 
[0039] According to the fifth invention, the brake of the 
35 second invention brakes either one of the two ring gears 
of the differential mechanism. 

[0040] According to the sixth invention, the first and 
second inventions are such that the two motor-genera- 
tors are coaxially arranged. 
40 [0041] According to the seventh invention, the first, 
second and sixth inventions are such that at least one 
of the shafts of the two sun gears is made hollow so that 
the other sun gear shaft passes through the hollow sun 
gear shaft. 

45 [0042] According to the present invention, the single- 
pinion type first planetary gear train and the double-pin- 
ion type second planetary gear train share the carriers 
and the ring gears. The two sun gears having smaller 
sizes and smaller torque capacities than those of the 
so remaining elements are located at the two ends of an 
alignment chart to act as members of lower torques and 
higher speeds, so that the gear trains are well balanced 
in strength and can be downsized. 
[0043] The ring gear is made to mesh as the fifth ele- 
55 ment with the inner pinions which mesh with the sun 
gear of the second planetary gear train, so the five-ele- 
ment differential mechanism can be constructed with lit- 
tle increase in the size. 



4 



7 



EP 1 279 544 A2 



8 



[0044] In the second invention, by applying the brake, 
the speed ratios of the remaining elements can be 
changed more widely, so the starting performance of the 
vehicle can be improved, for example, by increasing the 
reduction ratio in a low speed range. 
[0045] Where the ring gear is braked as in the fifth 
invention, moreover, the ring gear is positioned in the 
outermost circumference of the differential mechanism, 
so the brake can be easily designed and the structure 
is simplified. 

[0046] According to the third invention, the motor- 
generators for a lower output and a higher speed than 
those of the output or input element are assigned to the 
sun gear of the relatively small size and torque capacity, 
so a compact highly efficient drive drivetrain can be ob- 
tained. 

[0047] According to the fourth invention, the output 
which supports the largest torque is assigned to the car- 
rier which can support a larger torque than those of the 
remaining elements, so the strength design can be ra- 
tionalized and the drivetrain can be downsized. Moreo- 
ver, a pinion supported by the carrier has a one-to-one 
meshing relation to all the remaining elements, so the 
mechanical transmission efficiency can be enhanced. 
[0048] According to the sixth invention, the two motor- 
generators are arranged coaxially with both the differ- 
ential mechanism and the engine. It is, therefore, suffi- 
cient to provide the gear mechanism, as arranged in par- 
allel with those elements, only for the output to the drive 
shaft. Thus, the structure of the drive train can be sim- 
plified. 

[0049] According to the seventh invention, the two 
sun gear shafts can be extended to one end of the dif- 
ferential mechanism without enlarging the mechanism 
and can be coupled to the motor-generators with the 
simple construction. Especially by making the two mo- 
tor-generators into the coaxial structure having inner 
and outer rotors, the drive train can be further down- 
sized. 

[0050] The entire contents of Japanese Patent Appli- 
cations P2001-221222 (filed July 23, 2001) and 
P2001-221242 (filed July 23, 2001) are incorporated 
herein by reference. 

[0051] Although the invention has been described 
above by reference to a certain embodiment of the in- 
vention, the invention is not limited to the embodiment 
described above. Modifications and variations of the 
embodiments described above will occur to those skilled 
in the art, in the light of the above teachings. The scope 
of the invention is defined with reference to the following 
claims. 



a planetary gear mechanism (P1 , P2) including 
first to five rotational elements arrayed on an 
alignment chart, the first rotational element be- 
ing connected to an output shaft of the engine 

5 (Eg) and the second rotational element being 

connected to the drive shaft (Drv); 
a first motor-generator (MGi) connected to the 
third rotational element, and 
a second motor-generator (MGo) connected to 

10 the fourth rotational element. 

2. A drivetrain according to claim 1 , wherein the plan- 
etary gear mechanism comprises: 

is a first sun gear (S1); 

a second sun gear (S2); 

an outer pinion (p1) which meshes with one of 

the two sun gear; 

an inner pinion (pi) which meshes with the other 
20 of the two sun gear and the outer pinion; 

a carrier (C) carrying the outer pinion (p1 ) and 
the inner pinion (pi); 

a first ring gear (R) which meshes with the outer 
pinion (p1), and 
25 a second ring gear (R3) which meshes with the 

inner pinion (pi). 

3. A drivetrain according to claim 2, wherein 

30 the carrier (C) is connected to the drive shaft 

(Drv), and 

one of the two ring gears (R, R3) is connected 
to the output shaft of the engine (Eg). 

35 4. A drivetrain according to claim 3, further comprising 
a brake (B) which brakes the other ring gear. 

5. A drivetrain according to claim 2, wherein the first 
sun gear (S1) is connected to one of the two motor- 

40 generators (MGi, MGo), and the second sun gear 
(S2) connected to the other of the two motor-gen- 
erators (MGi, MGo). 

6. A drivetrain according to claim 1 , further comprising 
45 a clutch (CL) interposed between the output shaft 

of the engine (Eg) and the first rotational element. 

7. A drivetrain according to claim 1 , further comprising 
a reverse rotation preventing mechanism (CLo) for 

so preventing the first rotational element from rotating 
in the reverse direction. 



Claims 



55 



A drivetrain for transmitting driving force from an en- 
gine (Eg) to a drive shaft (Drv) of a vehicle, com- 
prising: 
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(54) Hybrid drivetrain for a vehicle 

(57) A drivetrain for transmitting driving force from 
an engine to a drive shaft of a vehicle, includes a plan- 
etary gear mechanism including first to five rotational el- 
ements arrayed on an alignment chart, the first rotation- 
al element being connected to an output shaft of the en- 
gine and the second rotational element being connected 
to the drive shaft, a first motor-generator connected to 
the third rotational element, and a second motor-gener- 
ator connected to the fourth rotational element. 
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